tnj><)( the Smplre State ftiad^gW; to! 
testis In secret before a tenats Investl^ 
gatiag committee. He begged me not to 
reveal his name liecause he would then 
lie on the Cuban (Castro) hit list." 

• MRS. LUCE respected his wishes and 
dldn* rev#l his identity to Schweick- 
er^ Nor did she Vlftn she was" Itttaiit 
viewed last year by investigators with 
the liouse Assassinations Committee. 

The other two Cubans were not 
available for testimony. One was de- 
ported "right after they had reported to 
the FBI" In 1963, she said, and the other 
was knifed to death iii Miami. 
. Ilie Miami lawyer said he and tbe^ 
ofhf r refugees in 1963 took the photo- 
graphs and tape recording to the FBI 
as Mrs. Luce advised. He told her the 
FBI took the photos and tapes, 
"roag|iad aM«Ml».>ii(| mlfl tl««ii .te 
■cm aad kMV ttetr Bouki lint and 
dinppaar a* tb«y wovM all be daport- 

d«n# to HMlUai 1 do Mt kiMir," 

Mrs. Xuce said. "The Incident «■« 
never refleetea In the Warren «||(jll:f 
myself haVe always entertalM tbt 
theory that unable to prove thattke ••■ 
sasslnation was backed by tte Cae- 
troltes — but perhaps i^uigacloBs of it — 
the Kennedys arid the JOhneofls and 
the whole favmaaaa decided to say 
nothing about it since even to raise the 
susi^on might have plunged us into a 
war with Cuba." 

When the three Cubans called Mrs. 
Luce in the early morning on the day 
after the assassination, they were not 
strangers. They had known her as crew 
members of a Miami-based boat she had 
secretly "sponsored" for raids and 
other missions against Fidel Castro's 
government 

The boat excursions ended and the 
trio Was dispersed to New Orleans 
when Kennedy ordered a halt to such 
activities in early 1963. 

"I myself got a personal call from Al- 
len Dulles (then a former OA director 
and later a member of the Warren | 
COminission) ," Mrs. Luce said. "He said , 
get out of that boat business - he was 
well aware of it, by the way — because 
the neutrality act has now been reas- 
serted and It was against the law to aid 
& abet the Cubans in any atteiri])ts to 
free their country." 

MUS. LUCE said the former crew 
members called her "because they 
wonted to Inform me of anything they 
ccnild that would, so to speak, put the 
finger on or clarify the motive of 
Oswald." 


, mlttee in^w Orleans; no one has ev^r 
claim€{d^&s "committee" cosductad 
tMet^igs at which he spoke. 

Sirs. Luce still believes her Cuban 
friends took their photos of Oswald to 
the FBI "because sopn after photo- 
graphs appeared In the Dallas papers 
. . . showing Oswald handing out hand- 
VUls^inNnrOrTeans. 

Those photos, however, were taken 
bjrnew^ttuuu. 

The refugees' early knowledge of 
any tr^ by Oswald to Mexico, however, 
ttdlcated a>^ had inteUlgence sounS 
ea. Not even the OA briefing on 
Oswald's mysterious visit to Mexico 
pity was given to President Lyndon 
Johnson until hours after the Luce 
call. ' 

Then, on Nov. 23, 1963, CIA Director 
John McCone told Johnson about 
Oswald's "visits" to the Cuban and Rus- 
sian embassies in Mexico City in late 
September and October of 1963. The/ 
CIA claimed it had photographed and 
taped Oswa ld's visits. But later, after 

QnMU. tke WaR# Co^atailon waa 

n* I'M* InciMkt w^ aUatlar to a 
fifi of at<Miplf|> spftd alainfor- 
nnrBon by ;«o|4e i(ptb oltlMt itualU- 

gence connections to Iffllc dnWto 
Castro immediately after the assassina- 
tion. 

TIffi IHPIUiSSION of Oswald the Cu- 
ban refugees left with Mrs. Luce "was a 
Ctommunist gun-for-hire" who at first 
didnt have much money but who "had 
suddenly come into enough money to 
take trips (to Mexico) and to bring his 
wife to New Orleans." 

Her husband, Henry, would have 
been an ideal conduit to disseminate 
the refugees' story nationally through 
his nme or Li/e magazines, but Mrs. 
Luce didnt take the bait. 

Tw»days after Mrs. Luce's call from 
the Cubans in New Orleans, a Nlcara- 
guan named Gilberto Alvarado Ugarte 
told personnel at the American em- 
bas^r in Mexico City that he was in the 
Cuban consulate on Sept. l7, 1963, and 
saw Cubans who were discussing assas- 
sination pay Oswald $6,500. I 

The (flA and Warren Commission 
later concluded the story was a fabrica- 
tion, but President Johnson and Ameri- 
ois intelligence agencies, at the time 
wwt coBcwsad It might t« a con- 
frontation withCMtro'tCoM. 





riMka tM Inaccurate, and maybe in- 
tfattow^ap. 
I'hw Warren Ccmiaakm deter- 


"Oswald had been paid ^ 
Charles to carry out an unldentHM 
mission which Involved accWM* 
shooting." The FBI also got a copy m. 
letter written to Robert Kenn< ' 
which claimed Oswald assassinated 
brother "at the direction of I 

Charles, a Cuban (Castro) agent' 

was paid S7.(KI0 by Charles In Miami il 
early 1963. The Warren CoinmlSSlcii 
concluded the letters were a hoax bw 
didnt consider whether they were pttj 
of a misinformation plant by intelU 
gence sources. 

Another early attempt to plant ml- 
smfomatiOB was- not knovm atB the_ 
Warren Commission in 1963-1964, but V 
<<w toU to tiw Hoam AsasamaUoiu * 

Committee by a witness deemed credi- 
ble by committee investigators. 

THS WITNESS was Antonio Veciai a 
of Miami; orie of the founders of tb- 
militant group of anti-Castro exile 
called Alpha 66. Vecian^ saifl that sooi 
after the assassination an American In- 
telligence agent,, known only by his 
alias of Maurice Bishop, "solicited mi. 
to intercede with a cousin of mine who ^ _ 
worked lii the Cuian embassy in Mex- Boothe 
ico to s^ if he, for money," would • ■ ■ "What. 

agr«^ ■(8.«w h« saw Oswald in thei became pfi tt^ir 
embessy. i ^evidence Js smite- 

Veclana told the committee tki— . ^- , 

was "the man behind the scenes" bt At know" ' 
pha 66's attempts to assassinate Caairo. 
Veciana said he saw Bishop with 
Oswald — several weeks before Oewald 
left for Mexico City — In the lobl^ of 
what probably was the Southland Cen- 
ter in Dallas. The committee was una- 
ble to identify or locate Bishop. 

The assassination of Kennedy by 
Castro forces would have achieved "ba- 
sically nothing" for Castro because 
Kennedy "was thrir (Castro Cubans) 
best ally," said the militantly antl-(is- 
tro Mario Kohley Jr.. son of the tate of- 
ficial de facto president-in-exile bf the 
Cuban government. 

"He (Kennedy) was their best ally," 
Kohley said. "He was preventing us 
from leaving our (United States) 
shores. He had made a secret deal with 
(Nikita) Khrushchev not to allow any 
more Cubans to leave American waters 
and go to Cuba to harass Castro. So ac- 
tually I thought it was to Castro's ad- 
vantage to keep him alive." 

Kohley said he thinks it "very possi- 
ble that the assassination wasjiene by 
antl-Castro Cubans In ttie hop« of mak- 
ing it look like Castro bad done it. 
Which would have given na a green 
light for our inraston of Cuba." 
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Cuban rebels 
told 


VJL 


f n 

JL V-^ 


ex-envnv 


ByEARLGOLZ 

Lss-S than 32 hours afterl^ajjarvev**^*'^ 
Oswald was apprehended In Dallas, I '<^'''*Warre|CQiiuala«lon.Docuinentt 
antiCastro Cubans In New Orleans'"'^ ^'"'^ slimebhe using Oswaian 
gav^ Clare Boothe Luce intelligence In- ^'^t^ the Cuban and Russian 
fomiation — or mislnformatloil — epl»ssies in Mexico City, seeking a 
about the assassination suspect that transit visa from Cuban of fidals. 
was known by very tew people. When the Cubans in New Orleans 

In an interview with The Wews, Mrs. ™™ telling Mrs. Luce a few hours af- 
° ' ) rafiuaM toW b«r of mt- a^iassinatlon that Oswald had 

rign ni T Ml W mum, «al)F; a* GU, m *ad 
i'^^^^'^Onlild's Ktfe knew tj(«h« trip. 



Dallas Homing Mews, 5-1 0-79 


gor Ik* taw e e l e— 4« r o( Tarn, 
I a* ClkiB ntataet told h«r 

6$wald tried to "iBffltrtfte" IhW atiff- 
Ca«tro "Free Cuba" committee In New 
Orleans. But the refugees had their 
evil douUe agent «4u> convinced 
Oswald he was a {xnentlal member of 
Oswald's pn^:as|ro Fair Play tor Cuba 

VrOiSmittev, vue Soiu. 

The Cubans told Mrs. Luce they had 
photographs of 'Oswald and tape re- 
conllngs of him at Fair Play for Cuba 
meetings, "Including a speeidi Oswald 
made about what a hell of a good shot 
he was and bow he could kill the secre- 
«taryoftheNavy." 

'1 said, 'Go at once to the FBI, give 
them your tapes, give them your photo- r 
graphs. Tell them everything you \ l^J 
know. . . . ' I just assumed that night 
that they had done what I advised them 
to luid I forgot all about it," Mrs. Luce 
said. 

' None of the Oswald photos or tape 
recGTMin^, huwever, has turned up 
among evidence during any of the in- 
vestigations of the assassination ef 
president John F. Kennedy. 

In 197S, U.S. Sen. Richard Schweli^ 
er, R-Penn.^ of the Senate IntelugeiiGe 
Conuatttea), hfltod nf Mi^ l.iine'>i stnry 
and asked to talk with the Cubans. 
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